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Have you got NEWS for us? Email strathnews@sfctrust.org.ukNext issue September 2018 

Congratulations!JennieDevlin from Riverside,Foyersand Mr Alan
Graham,Headteacherat StratherrickPrimarySchoolwerewinnersat
Strictly Invernesson 19th May. Strictly Invernesswasa glittering and
glamourousdanceextravaganza. The final night was a tense affair
but Jennie,Alanand their partnerswere the clearwinnerswith the
roaring audienceand judgesalike. The event has raisedwell over
£100,000for HighlandHospiceandthe IceCentre. WŜƴƴƛŜΩǎbusiness
sponsorwasLochNessShores,Foyers.

Jennie and Derek Bernie and Alan

GoodNews! LastLǎǎǳŜΩǎcover story had a hitch, but all the red tape
hasnow beendealt with. StratherrickandFoyersCommunityTrusthas
finally taken ownershipof both of the Lower FoyersUnits and holds
the leaseof the site on whichthey standfrom energyfirm SSE.

Farewell to the Tilbrooksat the WhitebridgeHotel. 
Dŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘȅ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƘŜ WhitebridgeΩ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 

want to thank all the locals that helped them so much and have enjoyed their 
time here. Gail and Andy were great supporters to local fundraising events 
and are looking to settle around Inverness and want to keep up with the 

Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Stratherrickand Foyers. 
The Hotel has been sold to a couple from Glasgow. 

mailto:strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk


Stratherrickand FoyersNEWSis publishedon line and on paper four times a year. We print original
material. We give information in good faith, but cannotbe responsibleif datesor times of eventschange.
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The NEWS is changing to comply with the new General Data Protection Regulation. (page.30) 2

Welcome to the Stratherrick and Foyers NEWS, Issue Ten
The next issue due out on 1 September 2018 

The copy deadline is 20 August 2018 

A Note from the Editor.
Sohere is Issue10ςour colourfulΨ{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅΩcoversurelycaughtyour eye. 5ƛŘƴΩǘJennieand Alan
do wellΧasBruceForsythwould havesaid. I always thank the many local contributors for their
photographsand stories,and I mean it . Keepthe good stuff coming in ςthe next issueof the
NEWSwill be in preparation in just 10 weekstime. I hope to includeitems we are missingby a
few daysin the Septemberissue,such the HeritageExhibitionat the StratherrickHall on 1st and
2nd Juneand the GorthleckGardenOpenDaythe sameweekend. Meantime, enjoy the summer,
the visitorsand the continuouswarm sunshinewe canexpectfor the next few months. Steven

You can write for the NEWS ! 
Do you like a Boxed-Set Marathon? Which series has gripped you recently?   
Or are you a gamer?  Do you play Minecraft, Legend of Zelda, or Fortnite?  

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƻǊ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΚ
We need an article on computer games and one on boxed-sets for our next Issue.  

300 words please ςstrathnews@sfctrust.org.uk

Paper copies of the NEWS are available to pick up around Foyers 
and the Strathat the following places - Foyers Surgery, Foyers 
{ǘƻǊŜǎΣ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜŀǊƻƻƳΣ WhitebridgeHotel Public Bar, 

StratherrickPublic Hall Servery Hatch, WhitebridgeBus Shelter, 
ErrogiePhone Box, the Mobile Library and Inverfarigaig Toilets.  
If these places have run out of copies, please call 07525120966.  

We can deliver copies on request locally and post free of charge to 
Forces addresses.  Inverness readers can collect a copy at the 

Riverside Gallery, Bank Street.

Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust Grant Application Deadlines for 2018 are as follows
21 June 2018ςCompleted grant applications received by this date will be assessed during July and 
considered by the Trust Board in early August 2018.
21 August 2018ςCompleted grant applications received by this date will be assessed during September 
and considered by the Trust Board in early October 2018.
21 October 2018ςCompleted grant applications received by this date will be assessed during November 
and considered by the Trust Board in early December 2018.

Summeris here! The noticeboard near FoyersStoreswas
needing some maintenancework, so the Trust askedLuke
Flanagan,the carpenterand cabinetmakerwho hasrecently
movedin to Elmbank, Foyersto fix it up after he painted the
new sixnew oakcommunitynoticeboardsaroundthe district
with their first coatof specialistpreservative.

CƻȅŜǊǎ bƻǘƛŎŜōƻŀǊŘ ƎŜǘǎ ǎƻƳŜ ¢[/ΧΦ 

mailto:strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk
mailto:strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk


So that was the
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Thousandsof cyclistscompletedthe 66 mile EtapeLochNesson Sunday29th April 2018, and the

event was yet againa great success. Speakingto the NEWS,the 9ǘŀǇŜΩǎEventDirector Malcolm

SutherlandsaidΨ{ǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊand volunteer support hasbecomeone of the hallmarksof the Etape

LochNess,which hasfor five yearsnow been welcomingriders to the Highlandsfor the thrill of

cyclingon traffic-free roads. Thespectatorswho line the route andour amazingteam of volunteer

marshalsςincludingresidentsandbusinessesin StratherrickandFoyers- havehelpedto makeour

Etapeoneof the biggestandbest-lovedeventsof its kind in Scotland. WesimplyŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘstagethe

Etapewithout the supportof the localcommunity,whetherǘƘŀǘΩǎvolunteeringover the weekend

or cheeringon the riders.Ω

for this year thené..

We three B's (Bridget, Bette and Buddy) would like to voice our 
appreciation of the Boleskine/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŀǊŜΩǎ Car Scheme 
and its volunteer drivers.  We are able - (being no longer car 
drivers), to go to all the events laid on by Boleskine
Community Care. Many thanks to Janet Hobson and others for 
arranging lifts for us.

Our favourite outing is to the Roman Catholic Chapel Hall for 
the delicious soups and home-baked bread provided and the 
pleasant walk afterwards every month.

We are very fortunate to have this service and we want to 
encourage others to use it! (Or lose it!)
We hope this is in time for the next magazine!

Buddy MacDougall, Foyers.

For more info on the Community Transport Scheme operated 
by BoleskineCommunity Care visit http:// www.boleskine-
communitycare.org.uk/index.asp?pageid=626996
or call Janet on 01456 486688

LETTERS ςǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜΧ

Congratulations to local rider Kim Burton who completed the gruelling course in 
4 hours 22 minutes and 59 seconds. Well done Kim. 

MacmillanCancerSupporthasbeenthe official charitypartner

since2014. Thisyearthe charitycelebrateda milestoneςriders

fundraisingon their behalf over the last five yearshave now

raised over one million pounds. Finishersget a medal and a

HarryGowDreamRing.

Next ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Etapeis scheduled for 29th April 2019.  

http://www.boleskine-communitycare.org.uk/index.asp?pageid=626996
mailto:strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk
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aƛǎǎ ¢ƛƭōǊƻƻƪ 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴǎΧΧΦ
TheWhitebridgeHotel is anunlikelyvenuefor a pianorecitaland
concert, but locals had a rare treat when professionalpianist
Anna Tilbrook visited to entertain locals and guests in recent
months. Annahasbeen used to much grandervenuessuchas
the Wigmore Hall and is scheduledto play a concert at the
vǳŜŜƴΩǎHall this Augustas part of the EdinburghInternational
Festival. Shehasworkedwith manywell-knownnamesincluding
JamesGilchrist(Tenor)and producedseveral/5Ωǎaccompanying
Jamessingingsongsby Schubertand Britten. !ƴƴŀΩǎversatility
and entertaining style was very evident and in her most recent
eveningwas joined by local singersIona Macpherson,Dell and
NeilM Ferguson,WesterDrummond. [ŜǘΩǎhopeAnnawill be still
returningwhenthe hotel passesto new ownersin June. http://www.annatilbrook.co.uk/

The following grants were awarded at the Board Meetings held in February and April 2018
Messrs M. MacDonald and L Morrison £500Energy Saving Grant ςtowards the costs of 
installation of solar panels. Funded from the Green Highland KnockieHydro Fund
StratherrickPrimary School Parent Council (Constituted Group)ς£1,400to meet the cost of the 
hiring buses to swimming lessons in Inverness for this session.The funds have come from the SSE 
GlendoeCommunity Benefit Fund.
Stratherrickand Foyers CommunityCouncil (Constituted Group)to meet the costs of their Minute 
Secretary for the year ahead.£1,215 was approved, which comes from the SSE Dunmaglass
Windfarm Community Benefit Fund.
Student Grant for Iona Macpherson ς£500. The money to fund this grant came from the Easter 
AberchaldertŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘ CǳƴŘΦ
Foyers Primary School £489ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ΨƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
ǳǇΩ ǘƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ CǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ {{9Ωǎ GlendoeHydro Community Benefit Fund.
StratherrickGuides and Brownies £562.63towards the costs of their train trip to Edinburgh and 
the Scottish parliament.CǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ {{9Ωǎ GlendoeHydro Community Benefit Fund.
Stratherrickand Foyers Wellbeing Group £4150towards the costs of a wide programme of 
activities at the StratherrickPublic Hall.Funded by the CorriegarthWindfarm Community Fund.

Total above (7 grants)  £8,816.63, plus grant to BoleskineCommunity Care (see page 5) of between 
£59,800 (low) and £69,940 (high) plus Medical Adaptations Loan of 23,277.18 

Total awarded £102,033.81  
More grants are expected to be awarded in June, August, October and December. 

Amazing! Community Trust awards exceed 
£100,000 this year ... and its still only May!!!
Trust Chair Peter Faye announced that the Board of Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust has 
ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϻмллΣллл ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмуΦ  tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ-breaking sum 
will have a significant impact in our community.  I am delighted that the Trust allows local people 
to decide on local priorities, and that we are able then to assist a wide range of projects using the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΦΩ

http://www.annatilbrook.co.uk/


Trust makes its first Medical Adaptations Award.

The Trust Directors and one of our funders, GreencoatUK Wind (Corriegarth) has approved a 

loan of over £23,000 for the adaptation on medical grounds of a home in Stratherrick.  The work 

ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ 

available from Highland Council were not sufficient for the work to go ahead.  The project has 

also had the support of the KnockieTrust.   Building work is expected to commence shortly.  The 

¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ !ŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ŎƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎΦ   CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

Scheme please refer to the website or contact the Project Coordinator pc@sfctrust.org.uk. 

Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust has approved a grant of between 

£59,800 and £69,940 to BoleskineCommunity Care.  This grant will pay 

100% of the costs for the recruitment and salary for a new member of staff 

for a period of three years.  The post of Support and Development Officer 

will be advertised locally soon.  In a note to supporters and Friends of 

Boleskine/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŀǊŜΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ WŀƴŜ hΩ5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ ΨhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

month we hope to advertise the post. Details will be on the web site and 

advertisements will be placed in various locations.  BCC hopes to be able to 

ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩΦ  Boleskine/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŀǊŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ 

www.boleskine-communitycare.org.uk

Biggest Grant yet approved by Community Trust! 

Sharon Ferguson Depute Chair of Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust said 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘŦŀǊƳ 

and hydro community payments. The Trust is backing BoleskineCommunity 

Care in a number of ways.  We  have now purchased the two Units at Foyers for 

their base, we support their running costs and now we are funding their first 

employee too.  We know the services BCC provides through its carers and 

volunteers is highly valued by members of our ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōȅ {C/¢ΦΩ 

Boleskine/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŀǊŜΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊ aƻǊŀƎ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ Ψ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ 

forward to taking this grant forward and hope that our community will be able 

ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƛƴ ŦǳƭƭΦΩ 

Trust Grant Recipient Survey

Thanks to all previous grant recipients who took time to complete our 

recent survey.  There was a high level of satisfaction with the way the 

Trust is operating its schemes.  There were some valuable suggestions 

too for improvement.  It is likely that more grants will be paid by Bank 

Transfer rather than cheque, and some simplification of the grant 

forms is underway.  Communications are always important and the 

NEWS, noticeboards and the Trust website were all considered to be 

important channels to retain and improve. 

Details of other grants approved recently appear on Page 4 5

mailto:pc@sfctrust.org.uk
http://www.boleskine-communitycare.org.uk/
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A great night was had at Stratherrick Hall recently to
celebrateDavie{ƘŀƴŘΩǎ90th birthday. Hisfamily and friends
travelledfrom nearand far to help celebratethe occasion. A
lovely buffet meal was followed by dancingwhich continued
into the wee small hours with musicby the DunphailDance
Bandfrom Moray.

A collection was held in-lieu of gifts and £910 was raised,
£610 for !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎScotland and £300 to Boleskine
CommunityCare. DavieandValwould like to thankeveryone
for all the lovelycardsandgenerousdonationsreceived,άƧǳǎǘ
amazingέ.

Davywas born in Burnieknowesin the Southof Scotlandin
1928. Heworked for /ǳǘƘōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎof Biggar,the firm which
still makessnowploughsand gritting equipment. Daviewas
then an agricultural contractor and travelled widely across
Scotland, when chemical spraying and upland drainage
schemeswere just startingout. Hecoveredmanymileswith
his Fordson to get to Invergordon Mart to meet his
customers. Daviesettleddown from travellingandfarmedat
ArdochFarm,Dallas,Morayfor 46 years.

Davie and Val Shand, Dell, and his accordion cake too. 

StrathnairnFarmers Vintage Rally, 
Daviot is scheduled for Saturday 

the 29th of September 2018.  This 
year there is expected to be a focus 

on FordsonTractors, so you still 
have time to get the paint out and 

spruce up the old workhorse. 

Mark your diary for the Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust
Summer Fun Event ςprovisional date Saturday 11th August 2018 

ςƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ WǳƭȅΧΧ



Broadband Update May 2018, by Sharon Ferguson

Can I start this by saying there has been a
disappointinglack of progressrecently with the
rolling-out of the ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎbroadband project but
there hasalsobeen a lot of technicaland survey
work goingon in the background. We arehopeful
that we are very close to expandingto Errogie,
Tornessand Inverfarigaig. We are also aware of
everyone else in smaller pockets too and we
ǿƻƴΩǘforget you. Theengineersat CromartyFirth
WirelessNetworks have been meeting with key
householdersandwe look forward to bringingyou
the news soon that we are ready to go. We are
still gettingnew sign-upsin the phaseone area. I
think we can expect that each area we get into,
we can expectmore householdsto sign-up when
the serviceiscloserto them. 7

Thirty-two membersof the Stratherrickand Foyers
SeniorsLunchClub enjoyed a lovely day out at the HighlandWildlife
Park. Everyoneloved watching Hamishthe baby Polar Bear, now five
monthsold, playingin the water with hismother Victoria. We hada very
knowledgeableguide on board the coach as we drove through the
reserve. We sawa variety of animalsand their youngincludingcamels,
bisonand,of courseArkossandWalkerthe two big malePolarBears. It
wasa lovely time of year to go and the weather wasglorious. We had
two of our localcarerswith ushelpingtwo of our members. TheWildlife
Staff were very helpful providing another couple of wheelchairs to
ensureall of us managedto get to see Hamishas it was a 20 minute
walk! Thetrip wasassistedin part bya grantfrom the Trust.

Lunch Club Outing ςMay 2018 

Crowning of Our Lady of the 
Highlands, StratherrickCatholic 

Church, 26 May 2018

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 
ƴŜȄǘ ŦƻƭƪǎΚέ


