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Have you got news for us? Email strathnews@sfctrust.org.ukNext issue June 2019 

DOORS OPEN AGAIN AFTER 19 YEARS

The former WildsideClassroom building and site at Whitebridgeis now in the ownership of 
StratherrickŀƴŘ CƻȅŜǊǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ¢ǊǳǎǘΦ  ¢Ǌǳǎǘ /ƘŀƛǊ tŜǘŜǊ CŀȅŜ ǎŀƛŘ ΨhǇŜƴ 5ŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
March when everyone can see just how impressive the building is.  There are many possible uses 
and we need locals to let the Trust know how the place should be used and developed to benefit 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦΩ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŜ tŀƎŜ 5.

Foyers Challenge Cup resurfaces after just 94 years. 
After years in a cupboard, the Foyers Challenge Cup has made an appearance.  Do you 
know what it was awarded for?  It was presented by the British Aluminium Company 
and first won by their Accountant at Foyers factory in 1913.  The winner ςKJ 
Macpherson (pictured with his family in his motorcycle and side car in the banner 
above) was a keen shintyǇƭŀȅŜǊΣ ǊƛŦƭŜ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎǿƛƳƳŜǊΦ  ΨYWΩ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ 
1880 and saved a postie from drowning at Foyers Pier when he fell off the Steamer. 
After the First World War the cup was won three times by A J McKillop who is buried 
ŀǘ .ƻƭŜǎƪƛƴŜ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ǊŀƳΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
silversmith Lionel Alfred Crichton.

.ƻƭŜǎƪƛƴŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŀǊŜΩǎ CƻȅŜǊǎ Iǳō ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜΗ
Dƛƭƭƛŀƴ IŀǎǘƻƴΣ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŀǘ .// ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ Ψ²ƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
Nursery part of the Hub is almost concluded and we are now busy kitting it out with 
furniture. We have a light, flexible space to meet a range of needs. Our thanks go to 
{C/¢ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ Ψ/ƻŦŦŜŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎΩ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iǳō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ǊƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ .ƭŜǘƘŜǊΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Iǳō ŦǊƻƳ aŀǊŎƘ 
ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΦΩ ¢ƘŜ Iǳō ƛǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǎǘǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ 
treatment room funded by the Trust and installed by local tradesmen. 

mailto:strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk


StrathNEWS, Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust, 
StratherrickPublic Hall, Gorthleck, INVERNESS, IV2 6YP

Here is Issue 13 of the Stratherrickand Foyers NEWS.  
The next issue is due out in June 2019.  The copy deadline is 20 May 2019. 

A Note from the Editor. Thanksfor pickingupςor clickingon - this copyof the NEWS. Thereis so much
goingon in the areanow. Highlightsin this issuemust includethe Chisholmweddingat Errogiein January,
the purchaseby the CommunityTrust of the impressiveformer Wildside Outdoor Centre and site at
Whitebridge and the confirmation from energy firm SSEof the advantageousarrangementsfor the
StronelairgWindfarmCommunityBenefitPaymentsto our community. Asthe Editor I wishagainto thank
the usualsuspectsfor supplyingphotographsand storiesfor this issue. Thesevariedcontributionsare so
important in creatinga diversecontent for the NEWS. Whilst socialmediahastakenover asa method of
transmittingup to the minute newsand eventsfor manypeople,I hopeyou agreethere is still a placefor
this three-monthly publication. StrathNEWSmay not be first with the news,but you might just find some
information here that you would not have found otherwise. Ideas, draft articles, photographs and
especiallyGraduationsuccesseswould be welcomefor the JuneIssueςdeadline20 May 2019. Callme on
07525120966. Thanks,Steven

Stratherrickand Foyers NEWS is published four times a year ςon line and on paper.  We print original material not 
ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜΗ ²Ŝ ƎƛǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ƛŦ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
Opinions expressed are not the views of Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust. Businesses mentioned are not 
endorsed by the Trust.  We always print corrections and apologise when we get things wrong. If you think any 
information or comments are incorrect or unfair, please let us know at strathnews@sfctrust.org.ukWe do not take 
paid advertising.  There is a fine line between publicity for commercial events, events which include charitable 
fundraising and alerting community members to other special opportunities for community get-togethers. 
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There is no Church News in this issue.  Ash Wednesday falls on 6th March.  
Please check with individual denominations for Lenten tide services.

An Important Messageabout GrantApplications.
There has been some confusion over the new arrangementswhich SSEhas
implemented for grant applications for funds from the windfarms and hydro
schemes. TheStratherrickand FoyersCommunityTrust continuesto managethe
majority of the funding available for local projects and to offer grants on
application,mainly for communitygroupsand for someindividualpurposes. The
Trust is open for applications which are considered on a two month rolling
schedule. Fulldetailsare shownon Page30. Largergrant applicationsfrom local
communitygroupsgenerallycometo the Trust. Grantsover £20,000 which come
to the Trust follow a two-stageprocesswith input from SSE. SSEalsooperatesa
regionalfund called the HighlandSustainableDevelopmentFund which looks to
fund larger projects and is accessedwhen SSEopen it. This particular fund is
currently closed for applications but is due to open again in the Autumn.
Applicationsare receivedand assessedby SSEand put before a NationalPanelof
SSEappointeeswhich includesDr Jim Hunter, Kirkhill. The contact at SSEfor this
regionalfund isLindsayDougan, Glasgow.

SSEhasdecidedto allocatesomecommunitybenefit fundingthrough a new localpanelappointedby SSE
coveringStratherrickand Foyers. Applicationdeadlinesare detailedon the SSECommunityFundsPagein
this issueof the NEWS. SSEwill receiveandassessapplicationswhichwill then be put to the localpanelfor
decision. The contact at SSEis Eilidh Todd, Inverness. SSEhas also decidedto provide Stratherrickand
FoyersCommunityCouncilwith the meansto fund grantsfor communitybenefit. Thecontact at SSEfor
this strandof fundingis alsoEilidhTodd,Inverness. Therearealsoother sourcesof fundingfor community
groupsand individuals,suchas the KnockieTrustor nationaland regionalorganisationsand government.
Forhelpwith anyquestionson grants,grantsprocessesandpossiblesourcesof grantpleasecontactSteven
Watson,StratherrickandFoyersCommunityTrustor the SSEcontactshownabove.

mailto:strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk


Foyers ςRiverside Field

The area in red is owned by StratherrickŀƴŘ CƻȅŜǊǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ¢ǊǳǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ 
architect ςColin Armstrong Associates of Inverness is now producing a Masterplan which 
will be out for public consultation in March 2019.  Please take the opportunity to visit the 
field anytime using the unlocked gate off the Riverside access road.  An exhibition of the 
options is planned once the former WildsideClassroom building at Whitebridgeis certified 
safe and can be open to the public.  

Foyers Bay

Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust leases the Bay area at Foyers from SSE. 
In January 2019 a grant application by the Trust to help with the costs of a new 
electricity connection was turned down.  Planning options are being revised and 
money is still budgeted for installing boating facilities and slipway improvements 
which will make use of the pontoons and the slipway site.  Fencing work is due to 
start soon. 3



The scrub which was taking hold around the WildsideClassroom is 
being dealt with.  The car park and access track were disappearing 
rapidly beneath a thick carpet of bracken and gorse.  The Trust called 
on Neil Kirkland, Easter Aberchalderand his mini digger to clear the 
accesses before the birds start to nest around the site.  When work 
needs to be done, the Community Trust looks to support local business 
and employment wherever possible.   Other remedial works are now 
underway to the external woodwork and windows to make the site safe 
and ready for a full community consultation on its future uses. 

�,���Œ���[�•�������š�Z�Œ�}�Á�������l���š�}���š�Z����
�í�õ�ô�ì�[�•��- when the Wildside

Outdoor Centre was 
constructed.  A box of the 
original colour brochures 

was included in the sale of 
the site!

Getting to grips at 
WildsideClassroom site 

StratherrickPrimary Parent Council

The parents at StratherrickPrimary have been planning a 
shelter/outdoor learning space for some time. Last year, 
the children presented very well at the Highland Council's 
'Your cash, your choice' ward event which was held across 
the loch at Drumnadrochitbut unfortunately, they were 
unsuccessful.  At the end of last year, we put together a 
funding application to the Stratherrickand Foyers 
Community Trust to allow us to purchase the shelter and 
we were all delighted when we were successful in getting a 
grant.  Hopefully by the next edition of the NEWS, we will 
have ΨōŜŦƻǊŜ and ŀŦǘŜǊΩ pictures. The parents have also all 
agreed to do a playground/garden tidy up, including 
painting the fences at the front and getting a new sign 
made. We have also been working on a 'safe routes to 
school plan' which will hopefully result in better signage 
and road markings on either side of the school. We are also 
aiming high and will be pushing for a footpath from the 
school to the hall/park area in Gorthleck.

Alan 
[ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ 

book is still 
available 

locally and 
from South 
Loch Ness 

Heritage 
Group 
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