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Hall Hire Charges Cut to 

Zero for Community Use 

Strathnewsis available worldwide at www.stratherrickcommunity.org.uk
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Ψb!9 t[!b{Ω /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŀǘ StratherrickPublic Hall Saturday 23 September 2017 ςsee page 25

Scottish Country Dance Rally, StratherrickPublic Hall, Friday 13th October 2017 
Ψ.¦bY9w95Ω [ƻŎƘ bŜǎǎ Luvviesnew play at StratherrickPublic Hall ς20th and 21st October 2017

Two new carers have joined the Boleskine
Community Care at Home Team.  Ewelinaon the 

left and Morag on the right. Read more on Page 17

Local community groups from Foyers and

Stratherrick can now use the facilities at

Stratherrick Public Hall without charge for

the next three years.

A new partnershipbetween the Stratherrick

CommunityHall Committeeand Stratherrick

and FoyersCommunityTrust will open the

door to increaseduseof the hall by existing

community groups and encourage new

sportingand recreationalactivitiesto get off

the ground.

HughNicol, Chairof StratherrickPublicHall

explainedΨ¦Ǉto now the Hall Committee

has had to charge local groups every time

they wanted to use the Hall. These hall

chargespaid for the upkeepof the Hall and

were used to meet our regular bills suchas

cleaning, insurance and fire safety

maintenance.

StratherrickandFoyersCommunityTrusthas

now agreed to provide a fixed sum to the

Hall Committee to meet our recurring

operatingcosts,sowe canopenour doorsto

any local community group which can use

the mainhall or committeeroom.ΩSeePage3 The BoleskineBookworm appears on Page 12

StratherrickPrimary School 40th Birthday Party 
Friday 8th September 2017 3pm ς8pm 

!ƭƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ CƻƻŘΣ DŀƳŜǎΣ .ƻǳƴŎȅ /ŀǎǘƭŜΧΦΦ 

Foyers and WhitebridgeBus Times may change 
again from 11 September 2017 look at 

www.decoaches.co.ukor call 01463 222444

http://www.stratherrickcommunity.org.uk/
http://www.decoaches.co.uk/
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A big thank you to those contributors new and old who provide newsand photographsfor us to
include in Strathnews. You can add to the content of the NEWSby sendingus your stories or
suggestionsςor even your favourite recipe. Strathnews will cover any local story or issue,
historical, agricultural or whatever you think might interest a reader today. Pleasecontact
Strathnews by email at strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk or mail us at SFCTRUST,Evergreen,
Inverfarigaig, IV2 6XR. Thenext copydeadlinefor the DecemberIssueis 22November2017.

Stratherrickand Foyers NEWS is published on line and on paper four times a year.  We give 
information in good faith, but cannot be responsible if dates or times of events change.  Opinions 
expressed are not the views of Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust.  Businesses mentioned are 
not endorsed by the Trust. We always print corrections or retractions and apologise when we get 
things wrong.  If you think any information or comments are incorrect or unfair, please let us know 
at strathnews@sfctrust.org.ukPositive feedback on elements of the NEWS you like is also welcome.

The StratherrickǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфуфΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ΨvictoryguyΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻΦ 

SOME HIGHLIGHTS IN ISSUE SEVEN
Å Books available from your mobile library ςPage 12
Å BoleskineCommunity Care grows its staff and services Page 17
Å Loch Ness Luvviesin rehearsal Page 21
Å War Memorial work progress Page 22

Welcome to Issue Seven ςǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΧΧ

Do you remember this bus outside 
StratherrickPrimary School?   

What year do you think this photograph 
was taken?   

A. 1980
B. 1985 
C. 1989

The date is set for the StrathnairnFarmers 
Vintage Rally and demonstration at Daviot.  

Lets hope the Stratherrickcontingent makes 
it over again this year on Saturday 30th

September 2017.   More details of the event 
are at www.daviotvintage.co.uk

mailto:strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk
mailto:strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk
http://www.daviotvintage.co.uk/


StratherrickPublic Hall charges cut to ZERO 
for local community groups!
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Local community groups from Foyers and Stratherrickcan now use the facilities at Stratherrick

Public Hall without charge for the next three years. 

A new partnershipbetween the StratherrickPublicHall Committeeand Stratherrickand Foyers

CommunityTrustwill open the door to increaseduseof the hall by existingcommunitygroups

andencouragenew sportingandrecreationalactivitiesto get off the ground.

HughNicol,Chairof StratherrickPublicHallCommitteeexplainedΨ¦Ǉto now the HallCommittee

hashad to chargelocalgroupseverytime they wanted to usethe Hall. Thesehall chargespaid

for the upkeepof the Hall and were usedto meet our regularbills suchascleaning,insurance

and fire safety maintenance. Stratherrick and FoyersCommunityTrust has now agreed to

providea fixedsumto the HallCommitteeto meet our recurringoperatingcosts,sowe canopen

our doors to any local communitygroup which can usethe main hall or committee room. The

Hall is alreadywell used by local dancegroups,youth organisationsand for amateur theatre

productions. Thereis still scopefor localpeopleto usethe Hallmore. Thevenueis alsoa free

BroadbandHot Spotandhasa well-equippedkitchen.

Zoe Iliffe, Chair of Stratherrickand FoyersCommunityTrust said Ψ¢ƘŜCommunityTrust was

aware that the hall hire chargeswere holding backnew communityactivities. By funding the

recurringcostsof the Hall we can makea real differenceby makingit simplerand cheaperfor

community groups to operate. The grant from the Trust comes from community benefit

paymentsthe Trustreceivesfrom localwindfarmandhydro-electricschemeoperators.Ω

HughNicol addedΨ¢ƘŜStratherrickPublicHall Committeewill continue to managethe venue

and facilities. Hall hires must be booked and hirers will be responsiblefor the facilities as

detailed in our terms of hire. We will alsoraisechargeswhen the Hall is usedby private parties

or organisationsfrom outwith our area.ΩFulldetailson Page4.

TO BOOK THE HALL CONTACT PAM SIMPSON ON 01456 486364



Note referred to relating to the use of StratherrickPublic Hall. 

Local users groups for which no hall hire charge will be levied for the next three years include StratherrickGuides, Brownies 
and Rainbows, StratherrickScottish Country Dancers, Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust, Stratherrickand Foyers 
Playgroup (in abeyance), BoleskineCommunity Care, Loch Ness Luvvies, BoleskineCamanachdClub including Sale of Work, 
StratherricktǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ performances, Foyers tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 
Council including school parties and performances, The KnockieTrust, South Loch Ness Heritage Group, Stratherrick
Community Carol Service,  Badminton Club (in abeyance), Dog Training group, Tai Chi Group, SeniorsΩ [ǳƴŎƘ Club, Area 
Childrens' Christmas Party and other public celebrations such a Jubilees, Jamborees, Royal Weddings etc, Funeral purveys 
where the deceased has any Foyers or Stratherrickconnection and any other local group operating on a not-for-profit basis 
or raising funds for a registered charity or engaged in educational or training activities for local people. All use related to the 
provision of service in the event of a local emergency or power outage.

Exclusions 
The Hall Committee shall continue to levy a charge at their discretion for the following users.  Groups promoting particular 
political views, Religious services, Stratherrickand Foyers Community Council meetings where venue funding is available 
from Highland Council or other external sources, Highland Council or Scottish Government use including polling station use, 
consultation events and elected member surgeries, Commercial Entertainments, 'One-day Sales' by visiting vendors, Private 
functions including parties and celebrations by local people to which the general public are not invited and Consultation 
events by private firms or developers. 

South Loch Ness Heritage Group Presentation 
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SouthLochNessHeritageGrouprecognisedFrank9ƭƭŀƳΩǎsustainedwork asa volunteer for well

over a decadewith a surprisepresentationat the StratherrickHall in July. FrankwasTreasurer

for the groupandwasalsoresponsiblefor muchof the quality informationwhichmakes{[bIDΩǎ

websitesucha popularandattractivehistoricalresource. Frankwasalsoin chargeof ΨǘƘŜōƻƻƪǎΩ

of the groupin more waysthan one. Thefinancialaccountbookswere one thing which he took

careof, but Frankwasalsopart of the project to reprint AlanB[ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎbookΨ!CountryCalled

StratherrickΩ. SouthLochNessHeritagealso publishedtheir local guide. Copiesof both these

books are still available from local sourcesor SLNHGat RoseCottage,Dores. The Heritage

DǊƻǳǇΩǎwebsiteisat this link www.southlochnessheritage.co.uk

Frank was truly surprised by the 

event. Efforts to distract him 

whilst the presentation group 

arrived were completely 

successful. CǊŀƴƪ ǎŀƛŘ ΨL ŀƳ 

touched and very grateful for 

this picture which I have on my 

wall in my new home in 

Bathgate. It reminds me of the 

peace and quiet at Easter 

Boleskineand the many friends 

Katie and I made over our happy 

years on Loch Ness-sideΦΩ 

Frank Ellam with AlisterChisholm

http://www.southlochnessheritage.co.uk/


5

Broadband Branches Out
Broadband signals relayed by the Community Trust Broadband scheme are reaching more homes in 
Whitebridge.  At a recent meeting at the StratherrickPublic Hall there was wide support for the 
current scheme to be rolled out as soon as possible to the whole district.  Highlands and Islands 
MSP Rhoda Grant attended and took a keen interest in the Trust scheme.  She has since written to 
the UK Minister to ask for the current Voucher Code grant system to be extended.  

Rhoda found out that Trust members are anxious because the future of the Better Broadband 
Subsidy Scheme, developed by the UK Government, is unclear past the end of this year. Rhoda 
said άRemote and rural areas are still at the back of the queue for connections and more than half 
of homes in some parts of rural Scotland are still struggling with very slow internet ǎǇŜŜŘǎΦέ

ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Trust and local people for taking matters into their own 
hands and getting their own plan off the ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦέ  ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΣ ϻорл ƛǎ 
available to households to help tap into a better broadband service but if this grant is no longer 
there after December 2017 that would cut the money available to the Stratherrickand Foyers local 
scheme. Rhoda Grant wrote to the Westminster DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ άWith 
ƻƴƭȅ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ LΩƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ¦Y aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ aŀǘǘ IŀƴŎƻŎƪ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎƛŘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ 
what other cash incentives will be made available.  Rural areas need broadband to compete in the 
global marketplace and to safeguard against population declineΦέ

Matt Hancock has replied to Rhoda Grant.  In his letter he confirms the current scheme is due to 
end in December.  While he is discussing with the Treasury whether the scheme will be extended 
or not, and how it will fit with the Broadband Universal Service Obligation, Mr Hancock states 
that successful applicants do have 60 days to choose a supplier and a further 60 days to set up the 
.ǊƻŀŘōŀƴŘΦ  aŀǘǘ IŀƴŎƻŎƪ ǎŀƛŘ ΨIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǳǊƎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Stratherrickand Foyers 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊ ŎƻŘŜ ƴƻǿΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜΦΩ 

If you are interested in receiving your broadband from the Community Trust Scheme operated by 
Cromarty Firth Wireless networks contact 01349 805040 or if you have any other questions 
contact Trust Depute Chair Sharon Ferguson on 01456 486771.  www.cfwn.co.uk

Sharon Ferguson, Catriona Fraser, Peter Faye, Julie Murphy and Rhoda Grant MSP 

http://www.cfwn.co.uk/
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A Tale of Two Bridges 

Foyers Footbridge Work is scheduled for September start.  Foyers Bridge is expected to have a 

separate footbridge fitted by Christmas, thanks to a commitment from Highland Council to make 

the crossing safer for pedestrians.The Bailey Bridge at Foyers is scheduled for eventual 

replacement but reductions in ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ 

has been delayed.

Councillor Margaret Davidson, who represents Foyers - and the Airdand 

[ƻŎƘ bŜǎǎ ²ŀǊŘ ǎŀƛŘ Ψ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

the bridge better.Highland Council has found an effective way to improve 

the bridge for pedestrians immediately.We are relocating an existing 

galvanised footbridge from Nairn Harbour to be attached to the existing 

bridge at Foyers.This will separate car traffic from pedestrians and make 

ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ǎŀŦŜǊΦΩ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ bŀƛǊƴ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

condition and will effectively clip-ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀǘ CƻȅŜǊǎΦΩ 

Bailey Bridges are effectively big Meccano sets, with no welding needed.These bridges were 

designed for use during the Second World War and are constructed using interlocking panels with 

connecting pins and lugs.The existing Bailey Bridge at Nairn has both a carriageway and a 

footbridge, but the footbridge on the side became surplus when the carriageway was closed to 

cars. The sensible option is to re-use the Nairn footbridge at Foyers. 

Highland Council has contracted with MacGregor Construction who will carefully remove the 

panels from Nairn and attach them to the side of the existing bridge at Foyers.The contract will 

commence in early September at Nairn.The work is not expected to cause much disruption to 

vehicle traffic at Foyers and should be completed by Christmas.

The Harbour at Nairn ςthe smaller bridge is heading for Foyers soon. 

If you have been a resident of Stratherrick& Foyers for 4 years or more and are 
65 or over, The KnockieTrust can add you to their Christmas Marks and Spencer 
voucher list, (one distribution per household). If you would like to receive a 
voucher, but are not yet on our list, please get in touch.  Phone or leave a 
message on either number below.  Alistair Colquhoun (Chairman) 01456 486369 
Fiona Bateman (Secretary) 01456 486646

FREE CHRISTMAS VOUCHERS FROM THE KNOCKIE TRUSTFOR OLDER RESIDENTS
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More on Bridges! 

Thefirst pedestrianshavecrossedthe new RiverNessbridgewhich forms part of the Westlink/

SouthernDistributorRoad. Thenew bridgeacrossthe RiverNesslinksTorvean, besidethe rugby

clubto a point just upstreamof HolmMills. Theroadwill continueto the DoresRoadRoundabout

nearthe Tescostore. CouncillorsandCouncilstaff were invited to crossthe new bridgeon foot in

earlyAugustunderthe watchfuleyeof the contractors. Theroad is expectedto openin December

2017. The new river crossingwill cut journey times for Inverfarigaigdrivers heading for

Dochgarroch, Clachnaharry, Drumnadrochitor Beaulywho will soon be able to avoid Inverness

CityCentreby usingthe new crossing.

Looking upstream from Holm Mills at the new River Ness Bridge

A new classis planned for StratherrickHall starting in October which improves flexibility and
wellbeing. The classwill involve slow and gentle stretching exercisesfollowed by a guided
relaxationsession.
Meg Somerville,Torness, who will lead the Classsaid ά¢Ƙƛǎclassis suitable for all agesand
abilities,if you are feelinga wee bit stressedor your body is achingor stiff or you just want some
you time, this is the classfor you. The stretching can be done standing or seated and the
relaxationpart is either on thick yogamatstuckedup in your own blanketandpillow or on a chair
if more suitable to your needs. Thehall will be warm and I hope to havepurchasednew floor
matsto start the classif youdo not haveyour own. Youwill be workingat your own pace,taking
into accountyour individualneedsthere is no pressure- it is totally relaxed. I am delightedthat
the hall chargeshavebeenreducedto zeroandI am happyto givemy servicesfree so there is no
costfor peopleto attend.έ
To express interest in attending please email Meg at Meg.Somerville@gmail.comor text 0771 257 
9599

NEW FLEXIBILITY AND 
WELL-BEING CLASS 
PLANNED FOR OCTOBER


