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Foyers Units heading for Community Ownership! 

Have you got NEWS for us? Email strathnews@sfctrust.org.ukNext issue June 2018 

It hastaken a while, but communityownershipof the two industrialunits at LowerFoyersis not

far awaynow! Justa few details remain to be concluded,then it will be a happyoutcomeafter

months of negotiation by Stratherrickand FoyersCommunityTrust with the ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎowners,

Highlandsand IslandsEnterprise. PeterFaye,Chairof the TrustsaidΨLbelievethat the Trustwill

soonown the buildings. We expectto acquirethe leaseof the site on which they sit too, which

will still be ownedby SSE. TheTrustplansto makethe improvementsneededto the buildingsand

help BoleskineCommunityCare to offer more servicesto our residents. Peter addedΨ[ƻŎŀƭ

consultationsshowedthat residentswantedthe Trustto takecontrol of the Unitswhichhavebeen

neglectedand underusedfor manyyears. TheTrust will be contractingwith local businessesto

undertakethe externalrenovationwork assoonasthe ink isdry on the purchaseagreement.Ω

Inside your NEWS -
Air raids in the Strath!
by Sandy Fraser ςPage 7

Roads Around Loch Ness - Free pull-out leaflet in the middle pages of this issue

BoleskineCommunityCarewill continue to use
Unit 2 and expect to expandinto Unit 1 soon.
Unit 1 is the former nursery which still needs
somework to makeit readyfor occupation.

mailto:strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk
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Stratherrick and Foyers NEWS is published on line and on paper four times a year.  We print original 
material. We give information in good faith, but cannot be responsible if dates or times of events change.  
Opinions expressed are not the views of Stratherrickand Foyers Community Trust.  Businesses mentioned 
are not endorsed by the Trust. We always print corrections or retractions and apologise when we get things 
wrong.  If you think any information or comments are incorrect or unfair, please let us know at 
strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk

SOME HIGHLIGHTS IN ISSUE NINE
wƻōΩǎ bƛǎǎŀƴ [ŜŀŦ ςElectric Motoring!  Page 11   
Where do you glass bottles go?  Page 29
Read ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ [ŜƎŀŎȅ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ tŀƎŜ нм

Welcome to the Stratherrick and Foyers NEWS, Issue Nine
Local news and photographs are always welcome

The next issue due out on 1 June 2018 
The copy deadline for the June 2018 Issue is 20 May

A Note from the Editor
Thanks for reading the NEWS. We were shortlisted for the
Highlandsand IslandsCommunityNewspaperAwardlast month,
but ŘƛŘƴΩǘcomefirst, so there must be room for improvement!
Pleasehelp by submittingyour stories,articlesand photographs
for our next issuedue in June. Meanwhile,I hopeyou enjoyyour
copyof the NEWS. Steven

Paper copies of the NEWS are available around Foyers and the Strathat the following places -
CƻȅŜǊǎ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅΣ CƻȅŜǊǎ {ǘƻǊŜǎΣ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜŀǊƻƻƳΣ WhitebridgeHotel Public Bar, Stratherrick 
Public Hall Servery Hatch, WhitebridgeBus Shelter, ErrogiePhone Box, the Mobile Library and 
InverfarigaigToilets.  If these places have run out of copies, please call 07525120966.  We can 

deliver copies on request and post free of charge to Forces addresses. Primary pupils from Foyers 
and Stratherrick get copies in their school bags and Carers from BoleskineCommunity Care also 

provide copies.  Inverness readers can collect a copy at the Riverside Gallery, Bank Street. 

Chook Correspondent Wanted!  
Can you write an article on 
poultry for the next issue? 

please contact
strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk

call 

07525120966 
and we will send you a Membership Form

E-mail pc@sfctrust.org.uk
Download a Form from the membership page on 

www.stratherrickcommunity.org.uk

mailto:strathnews@sfctrust.org.uk
mailto:contactstrathnews@sfctrust.org.uk
mailto:pc@sfctrust.org.uk
http://www.stratherrickcommunity.org.uk/


3

Foyers Primary School pupils enjoy Burns Events 

TheBreakfastClubhasbeena terrific successduring it's trial period. There
hasbeenan averageof 8 - 10 pupilsa dayusingthe club,andclassteacher
Mrs. Pinkerton has reported a noticeable improvement in attentiveness
from the children since it has started. Parentshave been surveyedon
whether their childrenwill usean after-schoolclub at FoyersPrimary. Only
2 parentshavesaidthat that their childrenwill not attend it regularly.

Adult Burns Suppers are increasingly popular with events going 
ahead in Whitebridge, Gorthleckand Foyers.  The photo shows 
freshly-ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƘŀƎƎƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻŎƪōǳǊƴΩǎ ƛƴ Dingwallwhich were 
served at the CameronsΩ ¢ŜŀǊƻƻƳ .ǳǊƴǎΩ {ǳǇǇŜǊΦ 

FoyersPrimarySchoolmarked.ǳǊƴǎΩDaythis yearwith their own day
of poemsand an opportunity to taste haggison January24th. This
included a SelkirkGraceand a performanceon the pipes from Alan
Beith. The following day the pupils were off to Eden Court in
Invernessfor the Ψ.ƛƎBurns{ǘǊŀƳŀǎƘΩ. Over600youngstersfrom lots
of other schoolsincludingStratherricktook part in aΨ{ǘǊƛǇthe ²ƛƭƭƻǿΩ
danceandenjoyedthe dramaandexcitementof a largescaleevent.

The new Caledonian Canal Centre at Fort Augustus is taking shape.  The 
village gets over 300,000 visitors a year.  Scottish Canals has been recruiting 
staff for the Visitor Centre in recent weeks. Scottish Canals are also looking 
for Non-Executive Directors to join their Board, under Chair Andrew Thin and 
Vice Chair Tanya Castell (Strathglass). https://www.scottishcanals.co.uk/news/new-
board-members-sought-scottish-canals/

Late News  - The Community Council has just been advised that long term forestry extraction 
work will commence soon at Glenliath.  There are road closures planned between Craignicheand 
the Pass of Inverfarigaigand the Pass road itself. Look out for signs. See Trust website for details. 

http:// www.stratherrickcommunity.org.uk/uncategorized/community-council-information-on-glenliath-timber-extraction

https://www.scottishcanals.co.uk/news/new-board-members-sought-scottish-canals/
http://www.stratherrickcommunity.org.uk/uncategorized/community-council-information-on-glenliath-timber-extraction
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Stratherrick Primary School Roll increases to 19 pupils!

Therehavebeenmanychangesat StratherrickPrimaryover the last few months. MissHarris,who
was working 2½ daysa week is now working full time and teachingthe P1-7 class. This is great
newsasshehasthe kidsworkinghardandinto a reallyproductiveroutine. Weare interviewingfor
an extra teacherto take on a 2½ day teachingslot so we shouldhaveanother memberof staff in
place,hopefullyby Easter. Mr Graham(headteacher)is now ActingHeadof both Stratherrickand
FarrPrimaries,which is part of the Highland/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎplan to makeall Headsnon-classcommitted
andΨƎǊƻǳǇΩschoolstogether if possible.

TheNurseryhasreally settled in now and is a verypositiveaspectof the school!Thenurserystaff
haveworked tirelesslyand havegiven the children someamazingexperiencesalready. Together
with FarrNursery,they havebeento the museumin Invernesswhere they found out about water
jets anddinosaurteeth.

The primary pupils have started their swimming lessonsagain at the Aquadome. One of the
benefits of being a small schoolis that all the children can go together which is rare in Highland
Schools. Swimminghasonly really been made possiblethanks to the grant award receivedfrom
Stratherrick& FoyersCommunityTrust to pay for the transport, so that is a huge bonus to us!
FoyersPrimaryhaveagainkindly invited us to join them on their skiingsessionsdown at the Nevis
Rangesoall pupilsfrom P4-7 will have4 daysskiingandthe pupilsfrom P1-3 will alsoenjoyaŘŀȅΩǎ
skiing. Weareextremelygratefulfor this opportunity andexperience.

Someof the pupils are taking part in the Inverness5k Fun Run in
March. We are raisingmoneyfor schoolfunds and alsoTheHighland
Hospice,as the HeadTeacheris fundraisingfor the Hospiceby taking
part in Ψ{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅLƴǾŜǊƴŜǎǎΩ. Wewill Ψ.ŜŜΩaccompaniedon the run by the
HospiceMascotΨ.ƻōōȅThe.ŜŜΩΣso if you are there supportingplease
give extra specialcheersto spur us all on! Hospicestaff visited the
schooland talked to the pupilsabout what they doςthis wasfollowed
by aΨvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴand!ƴǎǿŜǊΩsessionwhichwasreallyenjoyableaswell.



WhenStratherrickGuideswereaskedwhat improvementsthey would like to seein the community

they got to work on researchingtheir ideas. Fourgroupsof guideseachcameup with a plan. They

producedmodelsand preparedpresentationsto deliver to two of the Directorsof the Community

Trust.

PeterFaye,the¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎChair,attendedthe presentationsin Februaryat StratherrickPublicHallwith

fellow DirectorGarryPage. PetersaidΨLwasreally impressedwith the girlsand the work they had

put in to the challenge. Eachgroupgavea thoroughandextremelyinterestingpresentationandall

had constructedmarvellousmodelsof their suggestions. It wasclearto Garryand I that they had

really thought through proposals,and when we askedquestionsthe teamswere well preparedto

answer!

GuideLeaderJaneMasonsaidΨLΩƳvery proud of the Guidestonight after they stood up and gave

suchgood presentationsto the two directorsof the Trust.ΩPeteraddedΨ¢ƘŜGuideshavesucha

positiveattitude to the future for FoyersandStratherrick. Windfarmandhydro fundingmeanswe

havegreatopportunities. I do hopeother membersof our communityfollow the imaginativeand

thoughtful lead set by the girls. We need all residentsto let the Trust know what Community

Projectsthey want to seehappen.Ω

Thefour proposalschosenby the girlswerefor newpublictoilets, for an accessiblewildlife areaand

pond,a climbingwall anda swimmingpool.
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BoleskineCamanachdhasstarted their North DivisionTwoLeague

campaignwith a win. .ƻƭŜǎƪƛƴŜΩǎmatch at Smith Park against

Lewison 17th Marchsawtwo .ƻƭŜǎƪƛƴŜΩǎgoalslate in the game

Boleskine2 Lewis 0 (James Munro 80m, Neil Hope 85m).

In Cup draws Boleskinehave two tricky away ties.

Sutherland Cup away to Glenurquhart(7th April) 

StrathdearnCup away to Kingussie(26th May).  

Over the closedseasonBoleskinehave gaineda number of new

playerswhich will hopefully strengthen the squad and allow for

moreconsistencyin the Leaguecampaignandallow progressionin

the Cups. We would encourageeveryoneto come along to the

gamesandgivesupportto the teamasthey start the new season.

OurJuniormembershipcontinuesto grow,whichwhilst verywelcome,in itself canbe problematic

to ensureall playershaveprotective equipment as well as shinty sticks. Thanksto a grant from

SFCTnew outdoor sticksandshintyhelmetshavebeenorderedwhichwill allow for better training

sessionsonce training moves outdoors after the Easterschool holidays. The Juniorshad their

Christmasnight out at Rollerbowl at the beginning of December(again supported by SFCT).

Unfortunatelythe weather hamperedthe numbersattendingbut everyonewho wasthere had a

great time. In particularHectorMilligan,photo above,who wasnamedasUnder12 Playerof the

Yearςwell doneHector!

The club alwayswelcomesthe support of the local community and we would like to thank the

brave souls who ventured out on a very wintry Saturdayto support our Annual Saleof Work

raisingover£1100. Althoughour gamesareno longerplayedin the area,we areveryawareof the

roots of the ClubandappreciatetheŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎcontinuedsupport in our fundraisingefforts. We

would alsowelcomeany localbusinesseswho would wish to sponsorus in anyway. Sponsorswill

haveanadvertisingboarderectedpitch sideat SmithParkin return for their generosity.

ShintyTraining continues indoors at Farr Hall 

on Wednesday evenings for Juniors from 7pm 

ς8pm until the end of March.  Seniors from 

8pm ς9pm same day, same venue. After the 

school holidays at Easter, training will move 

outside and up-dates on times will be posted 

on our Facebook page.

BoleskineCamanachdClub

Early Season and Cup Fixtures

For more information on joining the club or about sponsorship, please contact the 

Treasurer Catriona Fraser on 01456 486287 or catrionafraser@tinyworld.co.uk


